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Gulabi’s 
Guilty pleasures



A girl named GULABI is seven years old.
She carefully follows EVERYTHING she is told.



“Gulabi, go to bed early, 
that’s what good girls do.” 

“Gulabi, DON’T eat too many sweets, 
or you will lose your tooth.”



“Gulabi, DON’T touch the cats, 

they will bite you back.” 

“Gulabi,  

you will catch a cold.” 
DON’T play in the rain, 



“Gulabi, wake up early in the morning 
or you will always be late.”

“Gulabi, 

DON’T read comics, 

those are imaginary tales.”



Gulabi is only 
seven years old.
She always follows   
EVERYTHING 
she is told.

BUT...

Gulabi DON’T!

Gulabi DON’T!

Gulabi DON’T!



On Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 
if the sky is blue,

On a rainy Monday, when it pours,
Gulabi splashes the puddles 

PL
ISH

! PLA
SH!

PLOSH!

She chews 
some more.

CRUNCH!
     MUNCH!
CHOMP!

Gulabi 
fills her mouth 
with sugar candies, 
one or two.



On a gloomy Thursday, 
on the way back home,

Gulabi cuddles the kittens

MINI!
MIAOW!
MEW!

MINI
MIAOW

MEW



Friday nights when the moon is full,
little Gulabi is imaginative and playful.
She hides under the blanket, turns on a light.
Travels to the wonderland, way past midnight.
Colourful tales from oceans and hills,
they paint Gulabi’s dreams 
ROSE!
ROUGE!
and TEAL!



Saturday mornings, 
when the Karung Guni uncle lands,
Gulabi knows he carries a magic wand.

He stirs his wand 

ZIK!
    ZUK!
ZAK!
The junk goes away into his sack.



Sunday’s are slow when the clouds hang low.

And Gulabi forgets EVERYTHING that she is told.
“Gulabi, wake up, the sun is soaring.”
“Can’t you hear the crows are cawing?”

“Look at the time. It’s too late!”

“Gulabi, just come out of your bed.”

BUT...

TICK
TICK

TOCK



GULABI WON’T!

GULABI WON’T!GULABI WON’T!



ACTIVITY
SHEETS
Hello kids!

Here are lots of activity 
sheets for you to draw, 
colour and play. 
Download, print, colour, 
add your drawings to 
these following sheets 
and have loads of fun!!

Activity 1: Add 2 more cats and colour them with your favourite shades. 
You may use pastels, crayons or colour pencils to draw them.



Activity 2: What do you want to see in that jar?
draw and fill the empty jar with your favourite items.

Activity 3: How many birds and crows did you see today?
draw more birds and crows to fill this page.



Activity 4: Create a crow.

step 1 - take a pair of scissors and cut the pieces along the broken lines

step 2 - take a glue stick and join the pieces together

step 3 - paste your crow here

Activity 5: draw and colour the cat and bird



Activity 6: In the story, gulabi has many guilty pleasures. 
can you list any 2 below?

1. what’s gulabi’s first guilty pleasure?

2. what’s gulabi’s second guilty pleasure?

Activity 7: write or draw your top two guilty pleasures

Activity 8: COLOUR THE PETALS AND LEAVES WITH YOUR FAVOURITE COLOURS
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Activity 9: spot the differences!
There are at least 5 differences. can you spot them?



About SWF2021
SWF 2021 Theme: Guilty Pleasures

You know that book, film, TV show or song you adore but don’t want to admit to? This year, 
we are leaning in and boldly celebrating the things we love as we challenge the very notion of 

what belongs in a literary sphere. Lowbrow, highbrow, who cares!

SWF 2021 also explores the complicated relationships between guilt and pleasure in the 
actions we take and choices we make as individuals and a global community within our 

societies and environments.

About Singapore Writers Festival (SWF)
The Singapore Writers Festival, one of Asia’s premier literary events, started in 1986 as a biennial 
festival. Now organised yearly by Arts House Limited, SWF is a much anticipated event on the 
cultural calendar, presenting the world’s major literary talents to Singaporeans while shining a 

spotlight on home grown and Southeast Asian creative talents. Over the years, the Festival has 
become an exciting meeting point of writers, academics and thinkers in a choice spread of panel 
discussions, workshops, lectures and performances over 10 days. It has hosted literati the likes of 

two-time Booker Prize winner Margaret Atwood, Whitbread First Novel Award winner Zadie Smith, 
British poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy, Nebula winner Neil Gaiman and Lambda Literary Award 

winner Roxane Gay.

The Singapore Writers Festival is one of the few multi-lingual literary festivals in the world, 
celebrating the written and spoken word in Singapore’s official languages – English, Malay, Chinese 

and Tamil.

The Singapore Writers Festival is presented by Arts House Limited and commissioned by the 
National Arts Council.




